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A retired career diplomat and specialist in African and
European affairs, Ambassador (ret.) Herman J. Cohen is
President of Cohen and Woods International. Established in
1998, the consulting firm provides strategic planning services
to African governments, and multinational corporations doing
business in Africa.
His last position prior to retirement was Assistant Secretary of]
State for African Affairs under President George H. W. Bush
| (1989-1993).
] During his 38-year career with the U.S. Foreign Service, he
served in five African countries and twice in France. He was
the American Ambassador to Senegal, with dual accreditation to the Gambia, from 1977 to
1980. He was Chief of Mission (Charge d’affaires a.i.) in Zaire (Congo) in 1968. During
assignments in Washington, Mr. Cohen also served as Special Assistant to President Reagan
and Senior Director for Africa, on the National Security Council staff (1987-89), and
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Intelligence and Research (1980 to 1984).
From 1993 to 1998, Mr. Cohen was a Senior Advisor to the Global Coalition for Africa, an
intergovernmental policy forum that worked to achieve consensus between donor and African
governments on economic policy and good governance. Mr. Cohen’s honors and awards
include the French Legion of Honor, the Belgian Order of Leopold II, the US Foreign Service
distinction of Career Ambassador, and the Townsend Harris Distinguished Alumni Award of
the City College of New York. He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and the
American Academy of Diplomacy.

ALL RESIDENTS ARE INVITED




